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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ISSUE 


ASHA PARTICIPATES IN WHITE HOUSE 
CONFERENCE ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 


The American Social Health Asso- 
ciation was represented by a six- 
member delegation at the 1960 White 
House Conference on Children and 
Youth held in Washington, D. C., on 
March 27 through April 2. 

ASHA delegates were: Conrad Van 
Hyning, Executive Director; T. Lefoy 
Richman, Associate Executive Direc- 
tor; Edgar C. Cumings, Director, Divi- 
sion of Education; Mrs. Elizabeth S. 
Force, Associate Director, Division of 
Education and Family Life Consultant: 
Dr. Celia Deschin, New York City 
Teenage Study Director, and Mary K. 
K. Mangan, Public Relations Director. 
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The Conference, the sixth and larg- 
est, had 7,602 participants attending 
Five hundred came from 73 
foreign countries. Following a rec- 
ommendation of the 1950 Conference, 
young people were recognized on the 
same basis as other participants, with 
equal voting and discussion rights. 

A brief run-down on the history of 
past White House Conferences on 
Children and Youth shows the follow- 
ing concerns: The first Conference, 
called in 1909, centered primarily on 
the care of orphaned children. The 
1919 Conference considered Child 
Welfare Standards and was interested 


sessions. 


in youth principally as a child laborer, 
a dependent or a delinquent. 

By 1930, interest in youth had 
broadened. His health, his education, 
his employment, his behavior and the 
conditions that affected him were all 
considered and discussed. It’s ambi- 
tious charge included “all children in 
their total aspects, including those 
social and environmental factors 
which are influencing modern child- 
hood.” The findings and recommen- 
dations of this Conference were used 
as a base for the children’s measures 
under the (1935) Social Security Act. 

The 1940 Conference’s purpose was 
to develop a’‘frame of reference for 
equipping American children “for the 
successful practice of democracy.” 

The Midcentury White House Con- 
ference explored the ingredients of a 
healthy personality, the forces that 
work for and against its development, 
the kinds of help children and youth 
have a right to expect from their fam- 
ilies, schools, churches and govern- 
ment if they are to have a chance to 


grow up in physical, mental, emo- 
tional and social health. Its top con- 
cern was democracy’s responsibility 


“to produce socially minded coopera- 
tive people, without sacrificing indi- 
viduality.” 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
addressed the opening session, which 
was held at the University of Mary- 
land. He reminded the group that “a 
billion people have been added to the 
earth since the first Youth Confer- 
ence, and a half-billion more will ar- 
rive before the next one convenes.” 
He added that the mission of the dele- 
gates was important ‘“‘because within 
this great context of change and ac- 
commodation there are certain imper- 
ishable values which must neither be 
changed nor abandoned.” 


The president suggested that the 


young should be taught such truths as 
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Muriel W. Brown Given 
ASHA Honorary Life 
Membership 


W. Brown, Ph.D., Parent 
Specialist, United States 
Bureau, was awarded an 
Honorary Life Membership in the 
American Social Health Association 
on February 18 in Washington, D. C. 

Presentation was made by the Hon- 
orable Francis Payne Bolton, Member 
of Congress from the State of Ohio and 
an Honorary Vice President of the 
American Social Health Association, 
at a reception given in the office of 
Mrs. Katherine Oettinger, Chief of the 
United States Children’s Bureau De- 
partment of Health, Education and 
Welfare. 

Joseph H. Douglass, Ph.D., Program 
Co-ordination Officer, Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, and 
an American Social Health Association 
Board member, presided. 

In presenting the award, Mrs. Bol- 
ton cited Dr. Brown’s “distinguished 
contributions to the field of family life 
and family life education,” emphasiz- 
ing her close working relationship 
with ASHA and the assistance that she 
has given the Association in develop- 
ing its current broad program in edu- 
cation for personal and family living. 

Dr. Brown received her B.A. from 
Wellesley College in 1915; her M.A. 
from Stanford University in 1923; and 
her Ph.D, from Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity in 1926. 

She joined the staff of the United 
States Children’s Bureau as Parent 
Education Specialist in 1956. Her 
duties include: review of research in 
child, family and community develop- 
ment in order to identify significant 
findings, gaps and conflicts which 
should be considered in planning for 
research and services in parent educa- 
tion; cooperation with and assistance 
to other Bureau Divisions on parent 


education; review of materials on par- 
(Continued on page two) 
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Dr. Muriel W. Brown Receives ASHA Honorary Award 


(Continued from page 
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Dr. Muriel W. Brown, Parent Education Specialist, United States Children’s 
Bureau, receives Honorary Life Membership Award in the American Social 
Health Association from the Honorable Francis Payne Bolton, Congresswoman 


from Ohio and an Honorary Vice President of ASHA. 


Standing (from left to 


to right) with Dr. Brown are Conrad Van Hyning, Executive Director of ASHA; 
Dr. Brown; Congresswoman Bolton, and Mrs. Katherine B. Oettinger, Chief, 
Children’s Bureau, Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 


ent education; preparation of Bureau 
parent education, and use 
experiences with educa- 
in the United States 
help clarify 
U.S. issues in education. 

Dr. Brown is Consultant in 
Community Development to the Com- 
Development Division of 
Cooperation Adminis- 
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Prior to joining the Children’s Bu- 
3rown was Community De- 
Specialist Program 
Missions Branch, 
U.S. Office of 
Consultant in 


reau, Dr 
velopment 
Officer, Education 
International Division, 
Education (1953-1956); 


and 


Family Life Education, Home Eco- 
nomics Education Branch, Vocational 
Division, U.S. Office of Education 


(1940-1953); Specialist in Family Life 
Education for the Tulsa Public Schools 
and Assistant Professor of Psychology, 
University (1937-1940); Re- 
Supervisor of Parent Educa- 
tion, California State Department of 
Education (1935-1937); Research As- 
National Council of Parent 
(1933-1935); Director of 


Tulsa 
gional 


sociate, 


Education 


Child Study and Mental Hygiene, 
Monroe County, N. Y., Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
(1927-1933): Supervisor of Special 
Education, Pennsylvania State Depart- 


ment of Public Instruction (1920- 
1922): Staff Member, the White Wil- 


liams Foundation, Philadelphia (1918- 
1920): and Teacher of English, South 
Philadelphia High School for Girls 
(1916-1918). 

Dr. Brown has also served as Con- 
sultant in Child Development in 
Pakistan for the Ford Foundation; 
Consultant in Child Development and 
Community Education for ICA in 
Egypt; Mental Health Specialist for 
the U.S. Department of State in Ger- 
many; and as Parent Education Spe- 
cialist for the Office of Military Gov- 
ernment, U.S. Army in Germany. 

She member of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science; the American Home _ Eco- 
nomics Association; the National 
Council on Family Relations; the So- 
ciety for the Psychological Study of 
Social Issues and the World Federation 
for Mental Health. 
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“the transcendent value of the indi- 
vidual and the dignity of all people,” 
and urged the participants to consider 
multiple measures in solving the prob- 
lem of delinquency, both nationally 
and internationally. 

He cited the purpose of the 1960 
Conference “to expand the creative 
potential of our children and youth in 
freedom and dignity,” and stated “our 
task is not to provide the conditions of 
an affluent equilibrium for the young, 
but rather to teach them that such 
things have real value only if they are 
earned. We must see to it that our 
children grow up in a climate that 
encourages response to _ intellectual 
challenge, seif-réfiance, initiative and 
a healthy regard for hard work and 
the dignity of man. To do otherwise 
is to do a disservice to the young.” 

The week-long Conference consist- 
ing of Theme Assemblies, Forums and 
concurrent Workgroups culminated in 
a general closing session at which all 
of the recommendations presented by 
the Workgroups through the Forums 
were heard and voted on. 

In wrapping up the results, Dr. Ruth 
A. Stout, Director of Field Programs, 
Kansas State Teachers Association and 
a member of ASHA’s Advisory Com- 
mittee for the Middle States Project 
on Family Life Education, told the 
delegates that the “more than 1,600 
recommendations that were made rep- 
resent a recommendation for about 
one of every four Conference partici- 
pants.” 

She said, ‘““‘We have confirmed a vig- 
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SURGEON GENERAL ANNOUNCES 
KEY STAFF CHANGES 
Surgeon General Leroy E. Burney 
has announced three key staff changes 
which will become effective July 1, 

1960. 

Dr. David E. Price, now Chief of 
the Bureau of State Services, will be- 
come Deputy Director of the National 
Institutes of Health, a position which 
has been vacant since the retirement 
of Dr. Cassius J. Van Slyke last De- 
cember. 

Dr. Theodore J. Bauer, present 
Deputy Chief of the Bureau of State 
Services, will succeed Dr. Price as 
Bureau Chief. 

Dr. Kenneth M. Endicott, now an 
Associate Director of the National In- 
stitutes of Health, will be Director of 
the National Cancer Institute, suc- 
ceeding Dr. John R. Heller, who has 
been granted leave by the Service to 
accept the presidency of the Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in 
New York City. 

The Surgeon General said that no 
successor has yet been selected for 
Dr. Bauer’s present post. 


McFALL ADDRESSES ST. PETERS- 
BURG WELFARE COUNCIL 
Frank McFall, ASHA Regional Di- 
rector for the Southeast, addressed the 
Family and Child Care Section of the 
St. Petersburg Community Welfare 
Council at a special meeting March 18. 
Mr. McFall presented pertinent 
facts about the community of St. 
Petersburg and discussed the implica- 
tions to family life of the upgrade of 

venereal disease. 
Children’s Bureau Publication 
“Looks at Delinquency” 

“Juvenile delinquency cannot be 
solved by punishment alone, or by any 
other single solution such as a change 
in the law, punishment of parents, 
recreation, or youth curfews,” accord- 
ing to a new Children’s Bureau publi- 
cation entitled “A Look at Juvenile 
Delinquency.” 

In a foreword, Mrs. Katherine B. 
Oettinger states, “Obviously it’s more 
sensible to prevent delinquency than 
to try to unmake delinquents.” 

The publication points to research 
and more trained workers as basic 
tools and describes how parents can 
help through homes and community 
planning. It advocates that parents 
and teachers work for more special- 
ized services to help children with 
personality and emotional problems, 

Copies can be purchased from U.S. 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C., for 
25 cents. 


American Social Health Association Cites Cities 


Little Rock 


The American Social Health Asso- 
ciation conducted a recent survey in 
Little Rock. Ark., and reports that the 
city has “tightened up” considerably 
on prostitution and allied vice. 

A copy of the survey was given to 
City Manager Dean I, Dauley, who re- 
leased the information to the press on 
April 7. 

A story in the “Little Rock Demo- 
crat” carried the following quote from 
Mr. Dauley: “Looks like we are mak- 
ing progress toward wiping out pros- 
titution.”’ 

The latest ASHA survey shows con- 
ditions have improved since 1958, 
when prostitution was found in nine 
of Little Rock’s hotels. 

After receiving the ’58 report, Dau- 
ley told newsmen a drive was planned 
to see what could be done toward 
stamping out prostitution. Results of 
that drive began showing in 1959; and 
in May of that year ASHA com- 
mended the administration for its ef- 
forts in curbing prostitution. The 
current survey shows that the city 
officials are maintaining their vigi- 
lance. 

A spokesman for the Association 
stated that ASHA investigators were 
told that “all of the houses were 
closed,” and added that cab drivers 


who were questioned generally an- 
swered that “things are dead.” 

All of the hotels were checked and 
bellboys as well as porters said that 
“the law had clamped down.” 

The American Social Health Asso- 
ciation survey was given to City Man- 
ager Dauley by Frank McFall, ASHA 
Regional Director for the Southeast. 


Danville 

recent survey conducted by 
ASHA shows that organized prostitu- 
tion is dead in Danville, Ill. The re- 
port indicates that districts formerly 
known for houses of prostitution have 
closed and have not reopened. 

William Petrus, ASHA Midwest Re- 
gional Director, said that the area 
closed down in “padlock suits” which 
stemmed from a clean-up drive insti- 
gated by the Danville Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The area was once declared off- 
limits for Chanute Air Force Base per- 
sonnel. It is now occupied by resi- 
dences of private families. 

The current survey shows that there 
is no evidence of organized vice in this 
once-flagrant locality. 

An earlier community survey con- 
ducted by ASHA acted as the spur for 
the successful clean-up campaign 
which was first begun in 1956. 


Memorandum 


TO: Friends of the American Social Health Association 


FROM: Frank H. Heller, President 


Won’t you remember the American Social Health Association as one of 
your beneficiaries when you provide for the distribution of your estate? 

And won’t you ask your friends to remember us? 

ASHA’s services can be equally maintained, year after year, if a reason- 
able reserve fund can be built up from bequests and special gifts to be used 


as a backlog. 


The following wording can be used in making a bequest to ASHA. 


for its general purposes 


I give, devise, and bequeath to the 


AMERICAN SOCIAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
1790 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


» OF 


(shares of stock or bonds) 


SIGNATURE OF DONOR 
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ASHA Participates 


orous tradition in mobilizing a group 
of people such as has never been done 
in the past fifty years.” 


Dr. Stout stated that it would be 
hard to refer to typical resolutions 
because of the variety, but added 
“that more were drafted in the area 


of human rights than in other.” 
The second most-considered area was 


that of education. 


any 


Among the recommendations voted 
were 

That a survey be made of the cause 
of the alarming rise of illegitimacy 
and venereal diseases among adoles- 
cents and that appropriate educational 
measures sensitive to moral and re- 
lated emotional factors be instituted. 

That each community create a body 
representative of all professions, 
agencies and organizations concerned 
with family life .. . to insure adequate 
education for marriage, parenthood, 
and family living, including pre- 
marital and neo-marital counseling, 
and education for expectant parents. 

That there be additional research in 
the training of leaders for family life 
and parent education and in curricu- 
lum content, methods of teaching and 
leadership for family life education. 

That educational efforts should be 
made to impress youth that parent- 
hood is an important career, giving 
more emphasis to family life educa- 
tion. 

That all parents and future parents 
receive systematic and effective train- 
ing in the developmental changes and 
problems of early adolescence; and 


in White 
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that such education be made available 
by communities and educational insti- 
tutions for parents as well as for 
physicians, teachers, youth leaders and 
others who serve youth. 

That child-serving interests in the 
community work together . to fit 
the needs of families and individual 
children, with emphasis on assisting 
parents rather than supplanting them. 

That educational programs offer 
meaningful experiences and _ instruc- 
tion in health, education, nutrition and 
family life education that local 
study groups, including parents, teach- 
ers and youths, be formed to recom- 
mend necessary adjustments to attain 
those goals. 

That schools, churches, synagogues, 
and all other community services in- 
fiuencing ideas and values... evaluate 
their programs of adult and youth edu- 
cation with the view of strengthening 


Indianapolis Affiliate Changes Name. 
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House Conference on Children and Youth 


their teaching and counseling in fam- 
ily life, in boy-girl relationships, the 
problems and sacred nature of mar- 
riage, and the ways of nurturing in 
children moral, spiritual and ethical 
values. 

That continued research be carried 
on in all aspects of adolescence. 

That mass media accept greater re- 
sponsibility for transmitting the ideals 
and values which made for the whole- 
some culture ,.. that those responsible 
for the content of mass media give 
more attention to the analysis of the 
effect upon youth of the present em- 
phasis upon sex and crime . . . that 
more television stations, that are edu- 
cational in programming, be estab- 
lished and supported. 

That the 1970 White House Confer- 
ence on Children and Youth be con- 
ceived as a prelude to a world con- 
ference on children and youth. 


Votes to Become Indianapolis 


Social Health Association at Annual Meeting 
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